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No Name in Tamiḻ Transliteration/Translation Notes 

1. ke;jpu gQ;rk jpUfhzp 
(gpUlh) 

Mantra pañcama tirukāṇi 

(popularly referred to as piruṭā)  

Pronounced 

Biruḍā (To 

connect the 

second  string) 

2. \l;[k jpUfhzp Ṣaṭjama Tirukāṇi To connect the 

first string 

3. ke;jpu \l;[k jpUfhzp Mantra Ṣaṭjama Tirukāṇi To connect the 

third string 

4. mDke;jpu jpUfhzp;  
 

Anumantara Tirukāṇi To connect the 

fourth string 

5. rhuzp jpUfhzp Sāraṇi Tirukāṇi Piruṭās to connect 

the tāla strings 

6. Riuf;fha Curaikkāi  

7. je;j nghj;jhd; Tanta pottāṉ Ivory buttons to 

slide the sāraṇi 

strings. Nowadays 

this is replaced by 

metal buttons. 

8. nkl;Lfs;  Meṭṭukaḷ Frets 

9. Flj;jpd; Nkw;gyif  Kuṭattiṉ Mērpalakai Top surface of the 

portion called pot 

10. gf;f Fjpiu Pakka Kutirai  

11. Mjhu Fjpiu Ādāra Kutirai  

12. fOj;Jg; gpbg;G Kaḻuttup piṭippu The pot 

represents the 

head and this 

portion that 

connects the pot 

and the stem is 

called the neck 

13. jz;L (my;yJ) jz;lk;  Taṇṭu (or)Daṇḍa A vīṇā without 

joints is called 

ekadaṇḍa vīṇā 

14. myq;fhu thp Alaṅkāra vari Ornamental line 

15. ehjj;Jis  Nātattuḷai Holes for the 

sound 

16. ,Oj;jhq;fp 
(my;yJ)yq;$h;;;; 

Iḻuttāṅki (or) Laṅkūr  

17. kzpf;fha; Maṇikkāi  

18. ehfg;ghrk; Nākappācam  
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19. jpUfhzp khlk;  Tirukāṇi Māṭam Niche for the 

piruṭas 

20. Nksk; vd;Dk; 
nkOFf;fyit;  

Mēlam (meḷukukkalavai wax 

mixture) 

 

21. khlrf;fg; gyif Māṭacakkap palakai Resealable 

wooden peg made 

of jackfruit tree 

for the niche 

22. tisTr; rf;if  Valaivuc cakkai  

23. ahsp Yāḷi  

24. Fg;gh vd;Dk; Riuf;fha; 
Nky;fpz;zk; 

Kuppā (Top cup for the 

Curaikkāi) 

 

25. Flk;  Kuṭam  

26. \l;[k je;jp (Kjy; 
je;jp)  

Ṣaṭjama Tanti (First String) Ṣaḍja (S) 

27. ke;jpu gQ;rk je;jp 
(,uz;lhtJ je;jp) 

Mantira Pañcama Tanti (Second 

String) 

Mantra Pañcama 

(P̣)  

28. ke;jpu \l;[k je;jp 
(%d;whtJ je;jp) 

Mantira Ṣaṭjama Tanti (Third 

String) 

Mantra Ṣaḍja (Ṣ) 

29. mDke;jpu gQ;rk je;jp 
(ehd;fhtJ je;jp)  

Anumantira Pañcama Tanti 

(Fourth String) 

Anumantra 

Pañcama (P̤)  

 

30. rhuzpj; je;jpfs; (jhsj; 
je;jpfs;) 

Cāraṇi Tantikaḷ (Tāla Strings) Tuned to s, p, ṡ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


